COVER PORTRAIT.

Gordon Miller was stolen from his gypsy
parents at an early age by a respectable,
midwestern, middle class couple. But
don't be deceived because this popular
entertainer from the Southwestern Michi-
gan community of Colon claims a lot of
things. "I don't know why I have this
thing about being stolen or kidnapped,"
says Gordon, "but next week the story
might be about pirates or desert nomads."

Four decades ago, on May 29th, Michael
Gordon Miller (his real full name)
made his first appearance...with assis-
tance. He is the second of George

and Wilma Miller's four children and
was born in Jackson, Michigan. After
spending his early childhood years in
the small Michigan communities of Grass
Lake and Chelsea, the family moved to
Paw Paw where he finished his high
school education.

Tt was during his high school years when
Gordon discovered his interest and
aptitude for magic. He purchased an
inexpensive newstand booklet of tricks
and successfully begged, bribed and
cajoled his family and friends into
being his first audiences. A high
school science teacher later encouraged
his interest by introducing him to Fred
B. Mau, a Paw Paw resident who had
toured with tent revues and medicine
shows. A friendship resulted that
endured until Fred's passing several
years ago.

Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo
provided Gordon's backdrop for the next
few years. He was enrolled with major
interests in English and History. His
magic experience and performances during
this period helped to defray his personal
and college expenses.
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While still in school, Gordon convinced
his friend, Neil Foster to instruct

him in the intricacies of the Chavez
Magic Course, These sessions of person-
al instruction formed the foundation

for his future magical development

and career.

Near the finish of his studies, the
Abbott Magic Company decided to re-
publish their own magazine. The re-
birth of The NEW TOPS in 1961 coincided
with Gordon's joining the Abbott staff.

On Valentine's Day of 1963, Uncle Sam
sent his greetings and Gordon visited
Fort Knox, Kentucky, Fort Ord, Califor-
niz and Augsburg, Germany within the
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