
Ted and Della (Ted and Sally Banks) 

Born Edward William Coppin on Monday, December 10, 1888, in Westminster, 

London, England, Edward was the oldest of five children, four boys and one girl – 

Frank, Lawrence, Jessie Ray and Frederic. Ted was a true Cockney, and had been 

born and reared in the historic county of Surrey. He was the son of Edward Coppin 

and Jessie Elizabeth Cousins (Banks) Coppin. His father was a traveling salesman, 

from whom it is believed Ted acquired his gift of gab. His mother was a housekeeper. 

“Ted” began his career in theater in 1910, he was part of a troupe of 14 English actors 

who came to the United States as the Fred Karna Company, and for four years 

presented the comedy “A Night In An English Music Hall.” 

Also in the troupe were Charlie Chaplin and Stan Laurel (Chaplin was the principal 

comedian of the company and drew the handsome salary of $50 a week, later raised 

to $75. Laurel’s pay was considerably less.) 

After some years behind the footlights, Ted settled in Colon, Michigan, and went to 

work at Abbott’s Magic Company. 

Ted recalled those days.  

“Charlie joined the company of which I was a member in England in 1907. He drew 

$25 a week then and came with us from the ‘Eight Lancashire Lads.’ A group of 

dancers. He was an exceptional dancer. Chaplin was also a good comedian – that is, 

a good imitator. Someone else, often his brother Sid, usually originated his stunts 

and Charlie would improve them. 

Charlie’s success was no great surprise to us. We knew he had exceptional ability. 

Chaplin left our company in November 1913 when he was signed by Keystone 

Company as a dramatic player. He always wanted to play serious roles. We could not 

book the company without Chaplin and disbanded in 1914.” 

Ted continued, “Stan Laurel and I fixed up an act ‘The Nutty Burglars’ and played 

vaudeville. Later I went with Blackstone the magician, and stayed with him 12 years. 

Stan wandered out to Hollywood and into the movies. 

Stan was always a lovable person and his $4,000 a week salary hasn’t changed him 

in the least. I saw him last in 1933 and he was the same person he had been 25 

years before.” 

But Ted never felt close to Chaplin, “Chaplin was moody and remained by himself,” 

he explained. “He was never popular with the company. None of us would ever think 

of calling him up when we happened to be in Hollywood, as we would Stan. He was 

egotistical and really opened up only when someone was telling him how great he 

was.’ 

 



In 192 Ted became the stage manager for Harry Blackstone. 

 

Della L. Cowell was born near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on Wednesday, May 3, 1900, 

the daughter of Frank and Maybelle (Goodman) Cowell. 

Della started in show business at the age of eight. In 1927, she was working in Ernie 

Young’s Revue in Chicago, Illinois. 

There she met Edward “Ted” Coppin, the stage manager and recruiter for 

Blackstone’s magic shows. She joined the Blackstone show and became a “box 

hopper” for his act, hopping into large boxes on stage for the magical illusions of 

disappearing or being sawed in half. 

On Tuesday, January 22, Edward and Della married and adopted the stage names of 

Ted and Sally Banks. Sally so loved one of the costumes from the Blackstone show 

that she wore it as her wedding dress. 

 

Steve Holt is the husband of Ted’s great-niece, Sharon. The couple is working on the 

genealogy of the Coppin family. Steve wrote me, “Ted’s mother (Jessie Elizabeth 

Coppin, formerly Cousins) was marrued bruefkt before Me. Coppin to William Andrew 

Banks. I have heard from another source to confirm his occupation as a comedian. 

Ted maty have adopted the name in honor of his memory and occupation.” 

On September 2, 1942, the Blackstone Show was preparing to perform at the Lincoln 

Theater in Decatur, Illinois. It was a benefit matinee and the house was filled with 

children. A fire broke out in a drugstore next door, and Decatur Fire Chief Claude 

Osborne ordered that the theater be evacuated. 

According to accounts in an AP (Associated Press) release, “Blackstone asked that he 

be allowed to handle the situation. He strode onto the stage, his manner suave and 

sly.” 

The Decatur Review news article quoted Blackstone as saying, “I shall open this 

performance with a brand-new feat – one which requires the cooperation of everyone 

in the audience – Everyone must leave the theater for a few moments while 

preparations are made. All right, those near the exits may leave. Walk slowly, Take 

your time …” 

The children and grown-ups, surprised but buzzing with exclamations of anticipations, 

deserted the theater, according to the article, which went on to say: “The fire 

destroyed the drugstore and an adjoining flower shop. The theater was not damaged 

appreciably.” 

Everyone filed out of the theater in an orderly manner without anyone being hurt or 

trampled. In the meantime, Ted and the crew were out-loading the show from the 



theater into the alley just in case the theater did catch on fire. It was quite an ordeal. 

If you’ve ever tried to move illusion props, you know that, in comparison, moving 

furniture would be considered child’s play. Ted was tired and went back to his hotel 

room to rest. Four  hours later, he was dead. 

That year after her husband’s death, Sally quit traveling with the show but continued 

working in other capacities with the Blackstone organization. Including management 

of the show’s properties in Colon and helping to rear Harry Blackstone Jr. 

Sally would stay at the Colon property while the Blackstone troupe was on the road. 

A friend of Sally’s told the story that Sally stayed alone up on the island all winter. 

Her friend who lived on the south end of the lake was concerned. She felt better when 

Sally declared that, if she was ever in trouble, Sally would put a red light in the 

window. 

Time went by and Sally decided to put up a Christmas tree in the window. She forgot 

about the red-light idea and of course there was a red bulb on the window side. A 

whole crowd went out to the island to rescue Sally. 

Monk Watson wrote of Sally, “for years Sally was the ‘Avon lady’ in Colon, who called 

on so many with a smile. I don’t recall ever seeing Sally without a smile, even when 

it might have been put on. She was generous with her flowers, putting them on the 

graves of those she knew. Mrs. Coppin attended United Methodist Church and was a 

member of the Colon Chapter 91, Order of the Eastern Star,” 

 

At the time of her death, Della (a.k.a Sally) was survived by a daughter, Mrs. Cora 

(Robert) Adams of Colon, Michigan; a son, Frank Starr of Sabastian, Florida; six 

grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren. 

Edward Coppin (a.k.a. Ted Banks) died of an apparent heart attack in a hotel room 

in Decatur, Illinois, on Wednesday, September 2, 1942, at the age of 54. 

Della Coppin (a.k.a. Sally Banks) died at Fairview Medical Care Facility in Centreville, 

Michigan, on Saturday, August 13, 1977, at the age of 77. 

 


